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opinion of the writer quoted by J, P. 
that the Soutli has been more distressed 
than the North, by reason of tlie cir- 
culation of paper, or consent to obtain 
the praise of Lord Lauderdale, for per- 
severance ill tlie gold system at a hea- 
vy ioss; he erroneously calculates that 
the (juantity of specie hat rather in- 
creased tlian diminished in Ireland, 
since the resU-iction. Facts are strongly 
against this assertion ; tliese writers are 
closet theorists, and tl.e reasonings of 
such are often overthrown by practical 
discoveries. I have lieard, that at one 
time during the panic of an invasion, 
guineas bore a premium, particularly 
in Hampshire, and probably occasion- 
ally a premium mig'it have been charg- 
ed in Loudon ; but I apprehend it 
never became general, for this very 
sufficient reason, that the English did 
not require agold circulation for carry- 
ing on any bi'anch of their raamifaclures; 
for i adinit, had such a circumstance 
occurred willi then), guineas would 
have borne a prehiiuin. 1 was in Ivig- 
land in 180? and ISOt), and conversed 
with mercantile men on the subject, 
but never discovered that guineas bore 
3 regular or genera! premium will) 
them. 

As to the quoslion of gnipeas bein^' 
now to be procured 'n suflicient quan- 
tities to carry on the linen trade of 
Ulster, i appeal to the knowledge of 
any one, wiju is practically accpiainted 
with the quantity of specie in circula- 
tion with us, for a r^ohition ; the premi- 
um on guineas now being lower than 
when tiiey were more used, is no proof 
that they could be procured in suJK- 
cient quantities. 

L) a provincial circulation, there is 
always an influ>:fvoin the extremities 
to t))e capital, and from causes which 
it is not easy to explore, the guineas in 
circulation liitve very greatly dijuj- 
iiished ; so that though tjie premium 
is lower, the quantity in circulation is 
leas, and if the ileniand for thenj was 
as great as it wH' some years ago, the 
premium must advance most enor- 
mously. A higher preijdum, which 
in itself would be a great inconvenience 
would not however restore to us the gui- 
neas, which are not now in the country. 

1 consider this diminution of specie 
as an irremediable inconvenience under 
our present cirtujnstajices. The pro- 



curing of guineas is a heavy tax on 
trade, and from this tax I wish us to 
free onrselves. The command of gui- 
neas in suliicient quantities is not under 
our controul. Let us make the best of 
ouv situation, for the question is not, 
whether we shall have a full supply of 
guineas; that is impracticable, but 
whether we shall subject ourselves to 
much inconvenience and expense, to 
keep uj) a partial and extrcmdy li- 
mited supply. 

Studying brevity, 1 forbear to re- 
peat arguments already advanced in 
the Commercial Keports, or to eidarge 
further on the subject at present than 
just to express awisU that J. P. will 
contiiiue to vivite hiji sentiments freely, 
and I hope they will always find ready 
admission imo "the pages of the Maga- 
zine. It is by free discussion tiiat truth 
can be properly elicited. Men will 
continue to diifer, as long as they view 
subjects through dilferent media ; and 
free discussion without the asperities of 
controversy, I wish may ever be the 
distinguishing characteristic of the Bel- 
fast I\)agazine. K. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Mttgazine. 

SIR, 

DIL nUCHAN, in his domestic 
medicine, has presumed to say, 
tliat literary pursuits are injurious to 
the constitiition, and therefore natu- 
rally enough from his premises, con- 
cludes that such were not by nature 
intended forinan ;a!lowinghispremises, 
the de<luclion he makes cannot, with 
propriety, be disputed ; let us however 
examine how far his first assertion is 
to be credited, It may be of inii- 
nite consequence, to mankind in ge- 
neral, to do away an opinion of such 
a nature, sanctioned by one who stands 
so high in literary reputation ; against 
t!ie Dr's. assertion, allow me to oppose 
the following facts. 

Of the number of eminent men, 
of modern times, in mathematical and 
astronomical ))ursuits, I have chosen 
indiscriminately such, whose names 
and ages are subjoined. It will be seen 
that their periods of life have been, 
with very few exceptions, much be- 
yond the common lot of mortality. 
Now, if this be the case, those who 
would be inclined to advocate the 
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Pr's. opinion, are exposed to this di- 
lemma; eitlier, they must acknowledge 
that longevity is as likely to be at- 
tained by aslrouomeis and mathema- 
ticians, a:; by any other cUss of men, 
and tliat, in this respect at least, the 
opinion of the Dr. is fallacious. W . 
Neivry, St/i Oct. IKOS. 

A'nmcs, -^lif'- I Namea. -^S^^- 

Fontf.nc.Ue, 100 Stewart, '68 

Duhamel, 93 Hook, 67 

SItarpe, 91 Hiiyj^ens, 67 

I.iii]g, 91 Bianeiiiiii, 67 

Wren, 91 Desaguiliers, 66 

Casati, 90 BMIemberl, 66 

AIlou, <10 Kepler, 65 

Cas.sini, J. V. 87 Musenne, 60 

Halley, 86 Bou-ruer, 60 

Wallis, 88 Wilkins, A8 

Newton, 85 Albert Diirer, 57 

T.oi\goaimitati«s, 85 Saimdeison, 67 

'J'oiistal, 84 Tycha Bralie, 5.5 

De Moivre, 87 ^iinsun, 55 

Pi^-colimiini Fra. 84 Des Cartes-, 54 

Mercator, Geo. 8'2 Mcrcator, Nich. 54 

Viviani, 81 ~ 

}!eriiouilii, jun. 8) 

Knierson, 81 

Cassiiii, .Fas. 80 

Alplioirsos, 81 
Nonius, 



80 

Stiffler, SO 

Kircher, 80 

Sofler, 79 

le Clerc, 79 

Uliy, 79 

Derham, 78 

Galileo, 78 

Delahire, 78 

Ozanam, 77 

Hevelius, 76 

Wolfms, 76 

Euler, sen. 16 

Newinhit, 76 

Nicoli, 75 

Clavius, 75 

Scheiner, 75 

Maignan, 75 

Jrigg.s", 74 

Cardan, 74 

Flamstead, 73 

"Riecioli, 73 

Kegneaxi, 72 

Borelli, 7'2 
Cassini, Caesar, 71 

Ward, 71 

Bradley, 70 

Schoiier, 70 

Copernicus, 70 
Piccoloinini,41ex.70 

Leibniiz, 70 

Berkley, 69 

Veviguon, 6ti 



Bezoivt, 

Ciairaut. 

La Caille, 

M'l.anrin, 

Barrow, 

Torricelli, 

Amonton, 

Pascal, 

Mayer, 

Cotes, 

Horrox, 

Piirback, 

liobtrval, 

Lewenhoeck, 

Landen, 

Clieyne, 

Martin, 

Onghtred, 

Reaumur, 

Camus. 

Baker, 

Barlowe, 

Napier, 



52 
49 
48 
47 
40 
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39 
39 
34 
11 
39 
73 
81 
71 
7'i 
73 
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74 
69 
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80 
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Regionioiitanus, 


40 


Ileitis, 


75 


Scaliger, 


f.9 


Vossiris 


72 


ReriioalUi, Dan. 


83 


Do. Jaiuos, 


51 


Do. James, jun. 


30 


Jones, 


74 


Whislon, 


84 


Stunvi, 


63 


IVraraldi, 


64 


Petit, 


67 


Rolle, 


67 


Hayes, 


82 



Of the above persons, llie ages of 
Simson, Barrow, Amonton, and Re- 
giomontanus, should not be taken in- 
to account, as the first shortened Ws 
existence by dissipation, and the three 
last tiled, Barrow of a fever, Amon- 
ton of a complaint in his bowels, and 
Regiomontanus of poison ; so that, of 
the remainder, the average age, is 
fully 70 years. It will not be an easy 
matter, in any common walk or pro- 
fession of life, to produce so many 
instances of longevity, in the same num- 
ber, taken indiscrirniuately. 

Permit me to add a few interesting 
particulars of some of the above-men- 
tioned personages. 

Of the three Cassinis, grandfather, 
son, and grandson, the first was born 
on the 8th June, 16_'5, and the third 
died, of the small pox, September, 
4th 1784: so that the three genera- 
tions lived a perioti of more than 159 
y.ears, and which, but for the circum- 
stance, which terminated tlie life of 
the last, might have been extended 
at least to eight or nine years fur- 
ther. The fourth Cassini, in direct 
descent from the family, is still alive 
and is in nothing inferior to his an- 
cestors in astronomical reputation, a 
circumstance perhaps unparalleled in 
the annals of literature. 

Cardan was not only a mathema- 
tician, but, what was usual in the age 
in which he lived, an astrologer ; on 
tlie authority of Scaliger, his life ter- 
minated in the following manner; he 
had calculated the period when he- 
was fated to depart this life, and not 
to discredit his astrological reputation, 
lie starved himself to death on the 
arrival of the predicted time. 

As a singular instance of Newton's 
inquisitive genius, at an early period 
of life, take the following anecdote ; 
he has been frequently observed, 
when a boy at school, endeavouring 
to ascertain the force of the wind, 
by leaping in the direction of the 
wind, and the contrary way, and ob- 
serving how much farther be could 
leap, in the one direction, than in the 
other. 

Clairault, was able to read and write 
at four years of age ; at nhie studied 
algebra ; at eleven was com])lete mas- 
ter of conic sections, and between 
twelve and thirteen, had the honour 
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6f reading before the academy of 
sciences, a memoir oi\ certain geo- 
metrical curves, invented by him- 
self. 

Berkley's ^»o/;/.5^ was written with 
the avowed design, of proving the 
fallacy of certain parts of mathema- 
tics, and that matliematicians are as 
liable to give credence to as incom- 
prehensible doctrines, as are to be 
met with in Christianity; the design 
took its rise from the account of 
Garth's last conversation with Addi- 
son,, wherein the former avowed his 
utter disbelief of the tenets of Chris- 
tianity, on the authority of Halley, 
who, he asserted, declared the Christian 
religion to be incapable of demon- 
stration. 



J''or the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ACCOUNT OF THE LATE MELANCHOLY 

SHIPWRECK AT BALLYCASTLE. 
( Communicnted hy the Rev. L. A. Conolly.) 

ON Saturday the 9th of October, 
about four 'o'clock, P.M. a large 
brig appeared in the dangerous chan- 
nel between llathlin and the Irish 
Coast; a signal of distress waved from 
her topmast^ her sails were rent iu 
several places, and her whole appear- 
ance indicated the injuries she had 
already suffered, and her apprehension 
of dangers, still greater. At live 
o'clock the storm became more vio- 
lent, the waves broke furiously a- 
gainst the steep cliffs, that rise a- 
kmg this bold shore, the brig became 
unmanageable, she approached a pro- 
jecting precipice (called from a ruin 
on its summit the Castle Toint) and 
destruction appeared inevitable. In 
this deplorable condition the master 
and crew, amounting in all to nine 
persons, launched tlie boat and got 
m, althovigh tlie immense breakers a- 
found them afforded hut a slender 
hope of their ever reaching the shore. 
In a few minutes after the departure 
of tlie crew, the brig struck on .a 
rock near the base of the Castle 
Point 

There is a secret sympathy' in 
every heart, that unites man to man, 
and that, when strongly excited, shows 
buman nature in its most engaging 
light, and few have been the iustaw 



ces in which that amiable principle 
has appeared more lively than in the 
present ; nearly two hundred persons 
who had collected on the strand, with 
niournfnl anxiety, turned their eyes 
to the crew, to whose perilous Sitn- 
ation, from the height of the surges 
and the want of a life-boat, they 
coukl not possibly render any assis- 
tance. For twenty minutes did the 
little boat alternately rise on the bil- 
lows, and again sink from the view ; 
at length after many an arduous strug- 
gle, she approached the strand. 'I'he 
spectators anxiously strove, by accla- 
mations and huzzas, to animate the 
exertions of the almost exhausted sea- 
men. An immense breaker now rapid- 
ly pursued themi it rose above them, 
it covered them ; but scarcely had the 
crowd on shore expressed their anguish 
by a groan, when the boat again safely 
rose with all her crew ! tenfold acclama- 
tions of friendly encourageniejit burst 
from those on shore! The boat was 
gaining the strand, hope seemed as if 
to renovate the strength of the weary 
seamen, and joyful satisfaction was felt 
by all the multitude, when another 
violent breaker appeared tumbling to 
the shore. The sailors redoubled their 
exertions, the croud for a few moments 
were silent, it was an instant of dread- 
ful suspense to all '. The breaker over- 
looked them, it raised them for a mo- 
ment, then dashed the bow of their 
boat against the sand (for they were 
now within a few fathoms of land) the 
boat overset, and williout a moment 
to supplicate the mercy of that God 
into whose presence they wctc hurried, 
all sunk to eternity, save one Swedish 
lad, who clung to an oar, from which 
he was extricated by the laudable hii- 
manity of Mr. Jame's M'Allister, Mr. 
Hugh Hill, son oflhellev. Mr. Hill, 
and Alexander Weir, who at the risk 
of their lives swam out to save him. 
Too mcuh praise cannot be given to 
the spirited exertions of E. D. Boyd, 
esq. who immediately had a jjuard 
of his corps placed on tlic wrecks and 
who pro;ripl!y used every method to 
save tlie cargo. Alexander M'N'eile, 
esq. exerted himself in every attempt 
to save the lives of the unfortunate 
crew ; but his benevolence was only 
.rewarded by its. own intent. Edmund 
M'Gildowney esq. the young gentle- 



